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Narrow corridors optimized for traffic flow, Redundant pathways create spontaneous
lacking spaces for unexpected encounters. cial interactions.
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A Study on the Spatial Prototypes of Institutional Elderly Care Based on Intergenerational In-
teraction and Emotional Compensation Mechanisms
Li Faxiange, He Ke

Abstract: As Chinese society transitions from moderate to advanced aging, the model of institutional care is
evolving from a supplementary arrangement into a foundational support system. However, a significant imbalance
persists within current elderly care services: while material provisions are relatively abundant, emotional support
remains notably deficient. Adopting an intergenerational interaction perspective, this study interprets this emotional
deficit as a structural scarcity of social relationships within the institutional care environment. Employing a com-
prehensive approach that combines case analysis with mechanism-based reasoning, the research delves deeply into
how non-kin intergenerational relationships emerge and are sustained within institutional care settings, serving as a
form of emotional compensation. This study identifies a progressive interactive process—specifically, co-presence,
interaction, and connection—and posits that the effective transition between these stages relies on three key mecha-
nisms: high-frequency, low-intensity contact; mutually beneficial relationships; and prudent boundary management.
Based on an analysis of representative international case studies, the research proposes three spatial archetypes:
observational spaces, collaborative spaces, and transitional fluid spaces. These spatial archetypes correspond to dis-
tinct stages of intergenerational interaction and collectively constitute a supportive spatial framework. The research
findings indicate that space does not directly generate emotional connections; rather, it facilitates their formation by
modulating conditions of encounter, behavioral thresholds, and duration of stay. Accordingly, the function of space
is redefined: shifting from that of a passive container for care provision to that of an active catalyst for social rela-
tionships. This study offers a typological framework and a set of design strategies aimed at integrating emotional
support into institutionalized elderly care through spatial organizational means.

Keywords: Elderly care institutions; Intergenerational interaction; Intergenerational relations; Emotional compen-
sation m echanisms.
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