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Viewing as a Catalyst: Research on the Spatial Gain Design of Terrace Systems in Traditional
Mountain Villages - A Case Study of Sanlou Village, Fujian Province
Lv Shang, He Ke

Abstract: High-altitude traditional villages often face a structural dilemma: abundant landscape resources coexist
with a scarcity of systematic viewing facilities and insufficient conversion of cultural tourism consumption. Tak-
ing "viewing as a catalyst" as the core perspective, this paper traces "spatial gain" to the theory of "production of
space" and constructs a three-tier analytical model encompassing the physical, functional, and value dimensions.
Taking Sanlou Village in Nanping, Fujian Province, as an empirical case, the study proposes a dual-network sys-
tem of "public terraces + guesthouse terraces," abstracts three spatial operation prototypes of "topographic anchor-
ing," "horizontal extension," and "rooftop activation," and verifies the spatial gain effects of the design against the
three-tier model. This research provides an analytical framework and design paradigm that can be referenced for
the development of viewing facilities in similar high-altitude traditional villages.

Keywords: Culture-tourism integration; Terrace viewing system; Spatial gain; Catalyst; Sanlou Village; Light-
touch construction
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