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Beyond Linear Narratives: Evolution of Urban Public Space from the
Perspective of Spiral Development

Li Canjun, He Ke

Abstract: This paper demonstrates that the development of urban public spaces is not a straightforward linear

process, but rather a complex, spiraling upward progression. It proposes a four-stage evolutionary model encom-

passing the absence of public spaces, single-type public spaces, diversified public spaces, and scene-making. A

critical analysis is then conducted on the core characteristics and inherent contradictions of each stage, revealing

how subsequent stages absorb, transform, and transcend the features of their predecessors. This leads to theoretical

implications for the design of contemporary and future urban public spaces, fostering an in-depth exploration of

the essential "publicness" of public spaces.

Keywords:Urban public space; Spiral evolution; Publicness
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