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Contemporary Construction of Li and Qi: Spatial Translation of Regional Campus Architec-
ture, A Case Study of the New Campus of Wuyishan No.1 Middle School
Zhou Chuang, He Ke

Abstract: Amid the rapid progress of campus construction in contemporary China, large-scale educational build-
ings often fall into the industrialized dilemma of “one-size-fits-all campuses”, or slip into the superficial formalism
of “cultural symbol collage”. How to strike a balance between modern functional demands and the inheritance
of regional context has become an important issue in contemporary architecture. This paper introduces the philo-
sophical categories of “Li” and “Qi” from classical Chinese architectural aesthetics, and attempts to establish a de-
sign method of “theoretical construction — translation mechanism — case demonstration”. The study indicates that
architectural “Li” corresponds to the topological translation of tectonic logic and spatial order, while architectural
“Qi” corresponds to the modern reshaping of material texture, light and shadow atmosphere. Taking the new cam-
pus of Wuyishan No.1 Middle School as an empirical case, this paper elaborates on how the spatial prototype of
Wauyi Jingshe, the lane texture of Xiamei ancient dwellings, and the traditional craftsmanship of local Yulin Kiln
porcelain are translated into the facade skin and spatial nodes of modern campuses through modern parametric and
modular methods. This study not only verifies the effectiveness of the theory in addressing the regional expression
of large-scale public buildings, but also provides feasible references in economic and technical aspects for the ap-
plication of traditional intangible cultural heritage crafts in modern architecture.
Keywords: Architectural aesthetics; Li and Qi; Campus architecture; Facade translation; Yulin Kiln; Regionalism
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