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Warding Off Evil and Exorcising Demons: Descriptions of Gunpowder in Yuewei Caotang Biji

Li Zhilang
(' School of Basic Education, Nantong Institute of Technology, Nantong 226002, China )

Abstract: The descriptions of gunpowder and firearms in Ji Yun’s Yuewei Caotang Biji are rich and vivid, encompassing functions
such as warding off evil spirits, mimicking nature, and subduing fox spirits and ghosts. This reflects both the sophistication of gun-
powder and firearms manufacturing technology at the time and the popularity of such functions as subduing fox spirits and mimick-
ing nature. The exquisite prose of Yuewei Caotang Biji also reveals one of the reasons for the numerous biographical works written
about Ji Yun (Ji Xiaolan) in later generations.
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