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Two Titans Obscured by Newton’s Halo: Hooke and Leibniz

Jia Shaofeng
( Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China. )

Abstract: For centuries, Isaac Newton has been portrayed as the solitary genius who single-handedly laid the foundations of clas-
sical mechanics. However, this narrative is deeply shaped by historical selectivity and the politics of power. This paper re-examines
the historical evidence and demonstrates that the core idea of universal gravitation—the inverse-square law—was first articulated by
Robert Hooke. Newton’s early understanding of gravitation was flawed, and the famous “falling apple” anecdote lacks contemporary
documentation. Furthermore, Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz far surpassed Newton in intellectual breadth. Even in the fields most closely
associated with Newton—calculus and the laws of motion—Leibniz‘s system proved more concise, more profound, and more endur-
ing. While neither man has been completely forgotten, both were systematically marginalized through the construction of British na-
tional scientific identity, the political maneuvering of the Royal Society, and the fragmentation of the German territories. Recovering
the true place of Hooke and Leibniz in the history of science is an act of restoring objectivity and integrity to our understanding of the
scientific past.
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