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Learning from My Teachers

Wu Xiaoming
( Hefei, China. )

Abstract: This article recounts the author’s study and internship experiences as a polymer major at the East China Institute of Chem-
ical Technology (formerly Shanghai Institute of Chemical Technology) from the late 1970s to the early 1980s. It highlights the pro-
found influence of two mentors—Professor Hu Zhisui in physical education and Professor Xu Rumo in chemical engineering—on his
personal growth and professional career. Through vivid accounts of teaching, internships, and research projects, the paper illustrates
the distinctive “integration of knowledge and practice” feature of China’s chemical engineering education at that time, as well as the
crucial role of teachers in imparting knowledge, shaping character, and fostering a sense of national responsibility. The author also
reflects on his later technical problem-solving experiences in a factory, tracing China’s chemical industry path from technology intro-
duction to independent innovation, and calls upon younger generations to continue striving for excellence.
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