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The Graceful Enigma of the Weeping Willow

Zhong Liuqun

( The High School Attached to Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310007, China )

Abstract: Weeping willow (Salix babylonica), A deciduous tree in the Salicaceae family, genus Salix, widely distributed across tem-
perate and subtropical regions. Distinguished by long, drooping branches, it is the dominant willow species around West Lake. Weep-
ing willow is dioecious: Male catkins fall after flowering, while female catkins remain to produce fruit. Their seeds develop fluffy

"willow catkins" with attached white hairs. Uniquely, it evolved from wind-pollination to entomophily, attracting insects via nectar

glands—a rare exception among catkin-bearing plants. Short lifespan due to inherent biological traits, environmental conditions, and

susceptibility to pests and diseases. In traditional Chinese culture, it symbolizes parting, longing, and vitality, permeating poetry, idi-

oms, and proverbs.
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