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A Probe into the Incorporation of Tang-Dynasty Vocabulary into Poetry

Han Yiyun

( Beihang University, Beijing 100191, China )

Abstract: The Tang Dynasty represents the heyday of classical Chinese poetry. Based on selected works from the Complete Tang Po-

ems, this study finds that approximately 11,260 poems incorporate epochal vocabulary. Among these, the poems of Li Bai, known as

the “Poet Immortal,” contain the largest number of such terms, followed by those of Du Fu, the “Poet Sage.” The epochal vocabulary

involved covers diverse fields including geography, biology, medicine, physics, chemistry, mathematics, textile manufacturing, win-

emaking, architecture, metallurgy, and shipbuilding. Thus, poetry can be regarded as a reflection of the most advanced science and

technology of the time—only poems that reflect the spirit of their era possess enduring vitality.

Keywords: Tang Dynasty; Poetry; Epochal vocabulary; History of science and technology
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