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Regarding the Restriction of Smoking Scenes in Audiovisual Works

Chen Junru

Abstract: The restriction of smoking scenes in audiovisual works involves a value conflict between
freedom of expression and public health. The value of public health takes precedence over that of free-
dom of expression. However, when the restriction on freedom of expression is so severe that the re-
sulting costs outweigh the public health benefits that the restriction can bring, the presence of smoking
scenes may be permissible. Although current regulations aim to balance these competing interests, the
lack of clear and operable review standards as well as effective enforcement mechanisms, has led to a
structural disconnect between policy objectives and practical outcomes. The rise of new media fuels
this challenge. By examining international practices, including content rating systems, health warning
policies, and economic disincentives, China's regulatory approach to smoking scenes can be enhanced
in four key areas. First, establish precise criteria for assessing the necessity of smoking depictions,
backed by measurable baselines. Second, institute a health warning policy under which it shall be com-
pulsory to broadcast anti-smoking announcements both before and after the program. Third, impose
financial penalties, including fines or compensatory taxes, on production entities that exceed stipulated
limits on smoking scenes. Fourth, implement a targeted rating tier specifically designed to limit youth
access to smoking scenes.

Keywords: Smoking Scenes; Audiovisual Content Review; Principle of Proportionality

(leAg B #8: 2025-11-20 KA HHF: 2026-05-16)

82



