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The Right to Cultural Heritage as Cultural Human Rights: The Review and
Construction of the Concept of the Right to Cultural Heritage
Ding Guangyu

Abstract: The discourse of rights has gained increasing attention in international cultural heritage re-
search, and the concept of "the right to cultural heritage" has emerged and gained attention in the field
of international human rights and cultural heritage. The right to cultural heritage is based on the devel-
opment of cultural human rights, and the underdevelopment of the theory of cultural rights has led to
the lack of clear explanation of the subject, object, content and nature of the right to cultural heritage.
The object of the right to cultural heritage is the benefits derived from the value of cultural heritage,
which is the essential feature that distinguishes the right to cultural heritage from other property rights.
The subject of the right to cultural heritage may be an individual or a group, which means that it has
the dual attributes of individual and collective rights. Different subjects of the right to cultural heritage
may conflict and require a balance of interests. The core content of the right to cultural heritage is the
enjoyment of the value of cultural heritage, but not "rights related to cultural heritage" such as the own-
ership of cultural property or the right to public participation in cultural heritage. The theory of the right
to cultural heritage is based on the concept of heritage democracy. By advocating the people's right to
enjoy their cultural heritage, it promotes a theoretical shift in China's cultural heritage endeavours from
"managing the heritage" to "serving the people", and should become the theoretical foundation of cul-
tural heritage law.

Keywords: The Right to Cultural heritage; Cultural Heritage Law; Cultural Rights; Cultural Heritage;
Human Rights
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