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The Solution to the Mystery of '"Identifying Cao Cao's Tomb" in the Reconstruction of Scientific and
Cultural Narratives: The exploration and practice of the book "Trace Back to the Roots"
in the Field of Cultural Popular Science

Wu Yiting
( Shanghai Science and Technology News, Shanghai 200020, China )

Abstract: In 2009, in an unremarkable small village in the northern part of Henan Province, China, the tomb of Cao Cao, which had
been dormant for a thousand years, appeared to the public without any warning. However, the identification of Cao Cao's tomb was
full of twists and turns. The conclusion made by the Henan Archaeological Research Institute that year caused a huge stir across the
country. After numerous rounds of public opinion fermentation, whether the Xigao Xue Tomb is the "Tomb of Cao Cao" has always
been shrouded in mystery in the public eye, and it can be said to be the most dramatic case in the history of Chinese archaeology.
The book "Tracing Back to the Roots: Uncovering the Truth Behind the 'Cao Cao's Tomb Incident", published at the end of 2024,
employs knowledge from various fields such as archaeology, philology, cultural relics, life sciences, sociology, and journalism. It also
traces the history of science and technology, employs scientific thinking, responds to doubts, and rigorously argues, using a scientific
spirit and scientific thinking. From scientific cognition to public cognition, it has convincingly answered the inner questions of the en-
tire nation, exploring a brand-new "humanistic paradigm" of science and technology communication that moves from "subject-based
popular science" to "popular science of complex hot events". With the new communication paradigm of "hot events + in-depth inves-
tigation" + "popular science", it has gained high recognition in society

Keywords: Cao Cao's Tomb; scientific spirit; Science and technology dissemination
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