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New Prospects for Research on the History of Technological Innovation

Dai Wusan
( Tsinghua Shenzhen International Graduate School, Shenzhen 518055, China )

Abstract: The fourth industrial revolution is unfolding, and the technological singularity is near. Researchers in the history of science
and technology need to keep pace with the current trends and explore new perspectives of the history of technological innovation.
This article proposes the theoretical framework for this purpose, which identifies the history of technology by stages, basic concepts
and research focus. Based on this, a series of issues about inventors, invention patents, emerging industries and industrial laboratories
will be thoroughly discussed in this article. Several classic case studies with respect to the dispute over technology system evolution
path will be analyzed as well

Keywords: History of technological innovation; Theoretical framework; Inventor; Patent; Emerging industry
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