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Chaotic Textbook Annotations and Difficulty in Locating Key

Information
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Phenomenon
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During classroom listening and post-class review,
students commonly use red, black, and blue pens,
highlighters, and sticky notes to mark key knowledge
points and important content in their textbooks. As they
advance through grade levels, textbooks are repeatedly
flipped through and carried around, resulting in layers
of accumulated markings. What were once clear pages
gradually become crowded and chaotic, increasing

visual clutter over time.
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Problem Description
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Due to the lack of a unified annotation system,
pens and highlighters of different colors are used
arbitrarily, causing textbook pages to appear
disorganized and making it difficult to quickly locate
key content during review. Highlighters are often
applied too broadly, sometimes even obscuring the

original text and hindering readability. The haphazard
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mixing of multiple colors fails to create an effective
visual classification system and instead adds to
information overload. Furthermore, sticky notes
attached to pages tend to fall off during frequent
flipping or while carrying textbooks around, leading to
the loss of important notes and directly impacting the

continuity and effectiveness of review.
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There is a need to explore an annotation method
suitable for students across all grade levels— one
that can clearly categorize knowledge points and
highlight key content while maintaining neat and
orderly textbook pages, and supporting quick access
to test points during review. This method should
not be limited to a specific tool or format; instead, it
can be approached from multiple perspectives such
as annotation rules, tool improvements, and page
layout optimization. It should balance practicality,

sustainability, and ease of use.
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