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Toward a Legal Framework for the Right of Publicity in the Age of
Deep Synthesis Technology

Abstract: The integration of deep synthesis technology with the image of natural persons has generat-
ed institutional demands distinct from those of traditional personality rights. The current legal frame-
work—whether focusing on the protection of moral interests through personality rights, incentivizing
innovation via intellectual property regimes, or maintaining market fairness through anti-unfair compe-
tition law—reveals noticeable regulatory gaps and functional limitations when confronted with the pre-
cise and large-scale non-consensual commercial exploitation enabled by deep synthesis technology. The
construction of China's right of publicity system must explore a balanced approach aligned with China's
legal system and the needs of its digital economy development, drawing insights from both the prop-
ertied American model and the personality-based German model. Incorporating the right of publicity
into the personality rights framework as a specific personality right, and establishing a comprehensive
protection system centered on technology governance with collaborative participation from platforms,
industries, and the public, will effectively safeguard subjects' autonomy in deciding on commercial uti-
lization of their personal attributes and protect their economic interests, thereby achieving equilibrium
between technological advancement and rights protection.

Keywords: Deep Synthesis Technology; Right of Publicity; Personality Rights; Governance Model
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