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Rebalancing on the Legal Interpretation Theory Perspective: The Perspective of the
Protection of Journalists' rights and interests under the Model of Statutory Special
Duty Works

Abstract: The Copyright Law amended in 2020 adjusted the attribution of the copyright of journalistic
works from “general works of duty + agreed special works of duty” mode to “statutory special works
of duty” mode, and the original balance was broken, and the new rights attribution configuration has
certain imbalance. There is a certain imbalance, and the problem of balanced protection of journalists’
rights and interests arises. For this reason, based on legal interpretation and comparative law method-
ologies, based on the method of legal interpretation, the scope of the constituent elements should be
strictly limited to the scope of news agencies, and “personnel or labour relations” and “work assign-
ments” should be strictly identified, so as to exclude works outside the purpose of the legislation, in
order to reduce the imbalance. At the same time, the imbalance should also be reduced by strengthening
the protection of journalists’ right of authorship and innovating the protection of journalists’ property
rights and interests. By taking a multi-pronged approach, we will try our best to realise the re-balance
of the rights and interests of news organisations and journalists.

Keywords: Journalistic Works of Duty; Statutory Works of Special Duty; Right of Attribution; Share of
Benefit; Legal Interpretation
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