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The Stories of Pomegranates

Zhong Liuqun
( The High School Attached to ZheJiang University, Hangzhou 310007, China )

Abstract: Pomegranate (Punica granatum), a deciduous shrub of the Lythraceae family, originated in Persia (modern Iran) and was
introduced to China during the Han Dynasty. Its multi-seeded fruit symbolizes prosperity and fertility, as seen in Southern Song Dy-
nasty carvings. After centuries of cultivation, pomegranates have diversified into fruit-bearing and ornamental varieties, reflecting
both agricultural and aesthetic priorities. Their episperm (outer seed coat) offers flavor and nutrition but challenges seedless breed-
ing—though soft-seed varieties improve texture. In chinese culture, blossoms represent vitality, while the fruit embodies family conti-
nuity and prosperity. From literature to traditions, pomegranates bridge science and humanity as timeless symbols of auspiciousness.
Keywords: Pomegranate; Seedless fruit; Botany; Cultural symbolism; Art and nature
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