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Journey Through Western Sichuan in Golden Autumn

Sam Zhang
( Harbin Institute of Technology, School of Astronautics, Harbin 50001, China )

Abstract: “Journey Through Western Sichuan in Golden Autumn” is a series of nine poems that chronicle an autumn expedition
traversing the landscapes of Western and Southern Sichuan. Beginning with panda tracking in the Tangjiahe National Nature Reserve,
the journey progresses through Jiuzhaigou's Mirror Lakes and vibrant forests, Huanglong’s travertine terraces, and the high-altitude
challenges of Dagu Glacier, culminating in the pristine beauty of Bipenggou’s golden fir trees and azure waters. The poems extend
beyond geographical boundaries to incorporate the wild charm of Wolong Panda Base, the cultural reflections at Meishan’s Three
Su Shrine, and the emerald corridors of Southern Sichuan Bamboo Sea. Interweaving vivid natural observations (Capricornis mil-
needwardsii, munijacs, yaks, and argali) with cultural contemplations (e.g., “read Su Dongpo for life’s joys”), the verses capture the
interplay of light, color, and atmosphere in succinct yet evocative language. Annotated with precise elevations and distances, the
collection blends the authenticity of travelogue with the lyrical elegance of classical landscape poetry, offering a poetic exploration of
Sichuan’s ecological richness and cultural heritage.

Keywords: Western Sichuan travel; Golden autumn landscape; Ecological observation; Cultural exploration; Poetic travel notes
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