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The Medical-Humanistic Dilemma of Rural Confucian Physicians in Modern Times: An Analysis of the
Character Mr. Leng in White Deer Plain

Zhou Yang, Wang Kai

Abstract: The character of Mr. Leng in White Deer Plain is profoundly complex and multifaceted. On one hand, he embodies the
compassion of a healer, earning the respect of both the wealthy and the poor in Bailuyuan for saving countless lives. On the other
hand, he displays a cold, pragmatic side, even using his medical skills to poison and silence his own daughter. As a recurring figure
throughout the novel, Mr. Leng is a meticulously crafted character by Chen Zhongshi, embodying multiple contradictions and
carrying rich cultural connotations and social insights. His character also reflects the medical-humanistic and ethical dilemmas faced
by rural Confucian physicians in modern China amid sweeping societal changes and the impact of Western culture.
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