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The "Internal Struggle for Status" of Tiles: A Guide to Ancient Tile Classification and Hierarchical Usage
Gu Yingying
Abstract: Ancient Chinese tiles served as visual manifestations of architectural hierarchy, establishing a strict tripartite identity
marker system based on material, color, and style. This article humorously introduces the significant differences in tile materials,
color regulations, tile patterns, and tile styles among different social classes. With societal evolution, modern tiles have cast off their
status shackles, transforming into cultural symbols that bridge past and present.
Keywords: Architecture; Tile; Eaves tile; Hierarchy system; Social strata
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