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On Soft Porn and Platform Governance

Abstract: Compared with "pornographic content" and "obscene materials", the harmfulness and ille-
gality of Soft Porn is obviously much lower. According to the classification of domestic information
management, in the current network usage environment, it is equivalent to "content with sexual innuen-
do, sexual provocation, etc. that can easily cause people to have sexual associations", and is therefore
classified as "bad information". However, in practice, there is a lack of a set of easy-to-understand,
comparable, and evidence-based assessment criteria for which specific words, actions, gestures, or
clothing touch the "borderline" and need to be prevented and resisted from being produced and dissemi-
nated. This has led to the fact that online platforms now have great discretion in reviewing and handling
soft pornographic content. At the same time, the process is very opaque, the outcome is uncertain, and
the user's right to relief is not guaranteed. This has led to a significant expansion of the power of online
platforms and has also caused great damage to the rights and interests of users. In view of this, the top
priority for online platforms in governing content that "skirts the line" is to follow laws and policies and
combine practical experience to quickly develop detailed standards, scales, details, types and reference
examples internally.
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