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The Localized Definition of the Legal Concept of Artworks

Abstract: With the rapid development of the art and art market in China, the study of art law is grad-
ually emerging. However, the current legal system in China has yet to provide a clear definition of the
concept of 'artwork'. The ambiguity surrounding the legal definition of artwork could lead to disputes in
the art field, hindering market regulation and healthy development. Therefore, it is necessary to localize
the legal definition of artwork in line with China’ s national conditions. In defining this concept, it is
first essential to clarify the different dimensions of the concept of artwork from the perspectives of art,
law, and international standards to better understand the legal definition of artwork in the Chinese con-
text. Second, as a cross-disciplinary concept, the localized legal definition of artwork should possess
three core characteristics: relative openness, industry standardization, and Chinese characteristics. On
this basis, the localized legal definition of artwork in China should adopt a unified formal and substan-
tive standard to distinguish between artworks and non-artworks in the legal context. By further delin-
eating the scope of the legal concept of artwork both horizontally and vertically, a uniquely Chinese
legal concept and standard for artwork can be established. This will promote the development of the art
law system, providing a clearer legal framework for the protection, transaction, and dissemination of
artworks.
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